
Elke Meissgeier Memorial Scholarship: 

A Legacy Lives On 

Inside this 

issue: 
Supporting Students 

and  German Cultural 

Organizations  

2-3 

Supporting Kinder-

gruppen 

    4  

Our Benefactors     5  

Mühlenberg Donation      6    

Cultivating and promoting the German language and cultural experience 

November 2018 

Volume 15, Issue 1 

Concordia  Trust  

It is with joy and thanksgiving, that the 
Concordia Trust Board of Directors 
announces the Elke Meissgeier Me-
morial Scholarship to recognize the 
academic achievement of high school 
students studying German. 
 
The award will be presented, for the 
first time in June 2019, to a graduating 
senior who has studied German for at 
least four years, demonstrated out-
standing German language skills, 
shown leadership in the school’s Ger-
man Club and German cultural activi-
ties, and has been enthusiastic about 
all things German.  The benefactor of 
the award is The Rev. Ellen Meissgeier, 
who provided the funding for the 
$1,000 prize, which will be given to a 
qualifying student for the next five 
years, in memory of her mother, Elke 
Meissgeier. 
 
“My motivation for sponsoring this 
award is because the German language, 
culture and food are in my DNA and I 
love that there are young people who 
share this interest, especially in learn-
ing to speak the language, something I 
wish I could do better”, explained Pas-
tor Meissgeier.   
 
Elke Messigeier was born in 
Greifswald, a city in northeastern Ger-
many.  She traveled to Stuttgart after 
World War II where she met and mar-
ried her husband, Hans. They had two 
daughters before leaving Germany for 
Canada. The family moved to West Vir-
ginia, where three sons were born, be-
fore settling in the Philadelphia area. 

 
Family and German traditions were 
always important in the Meissgeier 
household, including the lighting of 
real candles on the Christmas tree each 
year. Neighbors and friends always 
stopped in on Christmas Eve for this 
unique experience.  Elke was also 
known for the traditional German pas-
tries she often made. 
 
Pastor Meissgeier explained that her 
parents came to the United States 
knowing almost no English, but they 
learned the language of their new 
country quickly. “I was always proud 
that they were bilingual.” 
 
Since its inception in 2001, the mission 
of Concordia Trust has been to support 
and promote German language educa-
tion, scholarship and cultural program-
ming.  “In our increasingly multi-
cultural world, it is valuable to have an 
understanding and appreciation for 
another language and culture”, stated 
Marlene Stocks, Concordia Trust Presi-
dent.  “This award will help motivate 
area high school students to develop a 
proficiency and enthusiasm for the 
German language and culture, espe-
cially in an area that has been enriched 
by the rich tapestry of German immi-
grant contributions.” 
 
Concordia Trust is grateful for this 
most generous donation to honor Elke 
Meissgeier’s personal legacy so young-
er generations of German language stu-
dents may appreciate the heritage of 
the homeland she left behind but still 
proudly shared with her own children. 

 



“When I first received your award, I 
was speechless.  It meant so much to 
have my efforts towards learning Ger-
man recognized.  The reward truly 
showed me that I am able to excel in 
this language even though I have not 
had the training of a German School. 
Being up against students who have 

AATG Award Recipient, James Thomas,  

Thanks Concordia Trust 
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Support ing Students o f  German and 

German Cul tura l  Organizat ions  

Certificate of Achievement Awards 

On April 28, 2018 the American As-
sociation of Teachers of German 
(AATG) honored 141 students from 
28 public, private and parochial 
schools in the greater Delaware Val-
ley for their outstanding perfor-
mance on this year’s AATG exam. 

The Concordia Trust presented $100 cash 
awards to the following deserving high 
school students of German: 
Priya Ganesh - Radnor High School 
James Thomas - Wissahickon High School 
Dahlia Warwick - Kimberton Waldorf 
                                       School 

been learning German since childhood 
was extremely intimidating at first; how-
ever, being granted with such a high hon-
or was simply astounding!  Thank you so 
much for your contribution towards my 
education.   

Sincerely, James Thomas 

Marlene H. K. Stocks Award Presented to  

First Cornflower Princess of Philadelphia 

 

The Marlene H. K. Stocks Award was presented to 
First Cornflower Princess of Philadelphia, Janine 
Krause, during the annual Steuben Parade Banquet 
on September 28.  The award is given “in recogni-
tion of German language skills, outstanding char-
acter, sense of purpose and dedication in promoting 
German-American culture.” 

“Last weekend, I was awarded the Marlene H.K 
Stocks Award for my German Language excellence 
and I just wanted to take the opportunity to say 
thank you so much. This award was such an achieve-
ment for me and my German heritage and I am for-
ever grateful for the recognition and the $500. I will 
be putting the money towards my student loans 
which will help me so much. Thank you again for 
your generosity!” Janine Krause 
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Concordia Trust Outstanding Achievement Award 

Presented to Council Rock High School South Student 

Robert Blankemeyer was the recipient 
of this year’s Concordia Trust Out-
standing Achievement Award. Concor-
dia Trust President, Marlene H. K. 
Stocks presented the award to Robert 
during the Council Rock High School 
South Senior Recognition Night on 
June 19. 

Robert’s German teacher, Roy Harvey, 
wrote that “Robert will be attending 
the University of Pittsburgh where he 
will major in German Language and 
Culture Studies and minor in History. 
He is currently President of our chap-
ter German Honor Society and has par-
ticipated in our GAPP Exchange.”   

Additionally, Robert is active in Council 
Rock South’s Theater and Chorus pro-
gram and was  recognized as a Regional 
and State winner for Chorus. 

Robert thanked the Concordia Trust for 
the $500 award: 

“I am writing to express my gratitude 
and deepest thanks for your choosing 
me as the recipient of the Concordia 
Trust Scholarship.  It will be put to good 
use as I continue to study German at the 
University of Pittsburgh in the fall.”   

Sincerely,  

Robert Blankemeyer 

Lower Moreland Student Presented  

Concordia Trust Excellence in German Award 

On May 31, Concordia Trust presented 
an award for outstanding German lan-
guage proficiency to a graduating Low-
er Moreland High School senior.  This 
year, The Concordia Trust Certificate 
of Achievement Award and $250 were 
given to Elina Volchonok. 

Elina’s German teacher at Lower Mo-
reland, Margaret Stiles, wrote that 
Elina had been a student of hers for the 
past six years and that she was very 
interested in the German language and 
culture.  She was an excellent student, 
who plans on studying German when 
she attends Northwestern University. 

Elina expressed her thanks by writing: 

“Thank you very much for awarding me 
the Concordia Trust Excellence in Ger-
man Award at this year’s Senior Awards 
Night.  I am very honored to receive this 
award, and I am very excited to contin-
ue using my German, both in the real 
world and in the educational sphere, as 
I prepare to study abroad in Berlin for 
my first college semester.  Thank you 
once again for the award.”   

Sincerely,  

Elina Volchonok 

“Thank you for all you do.  German language and cultural experiences 
are so enriching for kids in our increasingly interconnected world! “   

Kris Karcher 
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Support ing Kindergruppen  

“On behalf of the United German Hun-
garian Cultural Group, we would like to 
thank you, the Concordia Trust, for your 
donation. As an active member of the 
Cultural and Schuhplattler group, it 
means so much to have the support of 
organizations such as yours. As we 
know, it is so important to preserve and 
celebrate our culture as German Ameri-
cans through language, song, and dance. 
The United German Hungarian dancers 
will put your generous donation to good 
use, offsetting the cost of travel, costum-
ing, and other various expenses.  

Our cultural group consists of three gen-
erations of pride. We are proud of our 
heritage, our achievements, and proud 
to have friendships such as yours. With 
your support, our group will foster the 
continuance of the traditional and folk 
dances of our ethnic backgrounds. We 
look back and continue the proud tradi-
tions of German Hungarians who came 
before us, while looking forward to the 
future.” 

Sincerely,  
Karina Fricker, Cultural Group Member 

United German Hungarian Cultural Group 

G.T.V. Almrausch Kindergruppe and  

the Donauschwaben Philadelphia Kindergruppe 

Concordia Trust made donations to The G.T.V. Almrausch Kindergruppe and the  
Donauschwaben Philadelphia Kindergruppe to support the cultural activities of its 
children and youth groups.  Maintaining and promoting the German cultural heritage 
have been important goals of both organizations.  We wish them continued success! 



Raymond F. Anderson, III 
Cynthia and Todd Bertsch 
deGrouchy, Sifer and Company 
Karen and Robert Eppinger 
Marianne and Siegfried Gauss 
Karin and Michael Hazzard 
Karin and Gerhard Kalmus 
Kristin and David Karcher 
Margie and Tom Klueber 
Anita and Bill LaCoff 
Katherine McMahon 
Rev. Ellen Meissgeier 
Susan and Andreas Scherffel 
Manfred Schurer 
Marianne and William Sifer 
Jacqueline and Kile Smith 
Trustorff Family Foundation 
Peggy and Glenn White 
Birute and Thomas Winberry 
Joan and Hans Wolf 
 

In Memory of Hildegard Jakaitis 
 

Kathy and Joe Cairns 
Jane and Albert Charpentier 
Hyegene Chung 
Monica Ciaffa 
Marlene Stocks 
Ligita Stubis 
Tina Tofel 
Joanne Yutzler 
 

In Memory of Elke Meissgeier 
 

Rev. Ellen Meissgeier 
 

In Memory of Harry Yutzler 
 

Joanne Yutzler 
 

“Please accept the enclosed check in 
memory of Harry who, along with me, 

truly believed and continue to believe, in 
the goals and mission of the  

Concordia Trust.”  
 

Joanne Yutzler 
 

 

“In memory of Robert L. Stocks, very good 
friend & co-founder of Concordia Trust; 

to continue the good work and to further 
the German language by teaching our  

heritage & contribution to our country. 
May he rest in peace; may his work be an 
example for us. Bob was always there,  

to help & lead it, to success.” 
 

Erwin and Libby Koch 

The Concordia Trust thanks its generous Benefactors* 
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Concordia Trust mourns the loss 
of its co-founder, Robert L. Stocks,  

who also served as its  
secretary/treasurer since 2001.   

 

Bob will always be remembered 
for his genuine smile, infectious 

laugh, and willingness to help pro-
mote German-American activities.  

He will be greatly missed! 

 

In Memory of Robert Stocks 
 

Liselotte and Dieter Ballmann 
Robert and Rev. Marcia Bell 
Anna Marie and James Dwyer 
Karen and Robert Eppinger 
Mary Anne Freitag 
Jean & Rev. Steve Godsall-Myers 
Diane and David Harp 
Susan and Joseph Hartmann 
Karin and Michael Hazzard 
Karin and Gerhard Kalmus 
Gottliebe and Erwin Koch 
Rosalie and Ross Matico 
Rev. Ellen Meissgeier and  
    Rev. Chris Glod 
Bernadette Mulvey 
Margot Purucker 
Margarete Rommel 
Anita Routzahn 
Kathryn and Harry Schaub 
William Sifer 
Marlene Stocks 
Ligita Stubis 
Birute and Thomas Winberry 
Tiffany and Chad Wulf 
Joanne Yutzler 

* donations received between  
10/5/17  and 9/21/18 



Concordia Trust 
3408 Hillside Drive 
Huntingdon Valley, PA  19006 

Phone: 215.947.5490 

Fax: 215.947.5787 

E-mail: concordiatrust@verizon.net 

Website: www.concordiatrust.org 

 

Board of Directors: 

 

Marlene H. K. Stocks—President 

Susan M. S. Hartmann—Treasurer 

Rosalie E. Matico—Secretary 

Don Heinrich Tolzmann, Ph.D. 

Glenn White 

 

Robert L. Stocks—Co-founder * 

 

* deceased 

The Concordia Trust  
invests in the future of German language  

education, scholarship and cultural programming by … 
 

• Supporting German language education 

• Presenting language awards to deserving students of German 

• Promoting German cultural programs 

Experience the German Language and Culture 

Donations are tax-deductible to the 
extent allowed by law. 

A copy of the official registration and 
financial information may be obtained 
from the Pennsylvania Department of 
State by calling toll free within the  
Commonwealth 1-800-732-0999.   
Registration does not imply  endorse-
ment. 

The Concordia Trust, 

created in 2001, is a not-

for-profit, 501(c)(3) 

charitable foundation.  

Its mission is to  

promote and support 

German language  

education, scholarship 

and cultural program-

ming.   

The Speaker’s House Thanks Concordia Trust  

for Mühlenberg Memorial Booklet 

“Thank you so much for your recent donation to The Speaker’s House of an origi-

nal copy of Denkmal der Liebe und Achtung … dem Herrn D. Heinrich Melchoir 

Mühlenberg (Philadelphia: printed by Melchoir Steiner, 1788).  This is a wonderful 

addition to our collection, especially as a copy of this memorial booklet– published 

the year after Henry Melchoir Muhlenberg’s death—would doubtless have been 

owned by Henry’s son, Frederick Muhlenberg. 

This is a wonderful addition to our collection, and we look forward to installing it 

one day in The Speaker’s House following the completion of major restoration 

work.  In the meantime, we plan to display the booklet in the nearby Henry 

Muhlenberg House, where many other objects are currently on loan from our col-

lection. 

Again, thank you so much for your donation and best wishes for a Happy New 

Year!” 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Minardi 

Executive Director 

The Speaker’s House mission is to inspire leadership and civic engagement by 

bringing to life the home and legacy of Frederick Muhlenberg, first Speaker of the 

U.S. House of Representatives.  It is located at 151 W. Main Street, Trappe, PA 

19426. www.speakershouse.org  


