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Founded in 1717 by German immigrant 
and tavern keeper Johann Jacob 
Schrack Sr., the town of Trappe, Penn-
sylvania, celebrates its 300th anniver-
sary this year. Located about twenty-
five miles northwest of Philadelphia in 
what is now northern Montgomery 
County, Trappe became a frequent 
stopping point along the “Great Road” 
between Philadelphia and Reading, 
Pennsylvania by the mid-eighteenth 
century. The village that began to de-
velop around Schrack’s tavern was ini-
tially known as Providence, but was 
increasingly referred to by its nick-
name of “the Trap” after the tavern es-
tablished by Jacob Schrack soon after 
his arrival from Germany. The tavern’s 
original name is unclear, but in 1760 it 
was advertised as having “the sign of 
the Three Crowns, but commonly 
known by the name of the Trap.”  

 

A Lutheran, Schrack was instrumental 
in the 1742 arrival of minister Henry 
Melchior Muhlenberg in Pennsylvania, 
having written several letters to Ger-
many requesting a pastor, although he 
died just months before Muhlenberg 
arrived. According to Muhlenberg, the 
nickname of the tavern and its immedi-
ate locale came about as follows: 

“Joh. Jacob Schrack and his 
wife, Eva Rosina, who came to 
this country in 1717… built 
themselves a makeshift hut and 
dug a cave beside it, in which 

they did their cooking, and 
then established a small shop 
and inn for travelers. Once, 
when an English inhabitant 
stayed too long in the cave, 
came home late, and had a row 
with his wife, he made excuses 
and said that he had been in 
the Trap. From that time on the 
section was called Trapp, and is 
known all over America.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The pious Muhlenberg went on to note 
that the Schracks “would tolerate no 
disorderliness or vice, so that their inn 
came to have the best of names among 
Continued on page 6 

Portrait of Henry Muhlenberg 
(1711–1787). Private collection 



“I would like to thank you for the $100 
check I received on behalf of the Con-
cordia Trust this past Saturday at the 
AATG Awards Ceremony.  I am grate-
ful for organizations such as yours that 
strive to keep the German language  

AATG Award Recipient, Abigail Slate,  
Express Her Thanks 

Page 2 

Support ing Students of  German and 
German Cultura l  Organizat ions  

Certificate of Achievement Awards 

On April 22, the American Associa-
tion of Teachers of German (AATG) 
honored 140 students from 33 pub-
lic, private and parochial schools 
throughout the greater Delaware 
Valley for their outstanding perfor-
mance on this year’s AATG exam. 

Kevin Nerz, AATG PV&D Vice Presi-
dent, wrote “Many thanks from 
AATG for Concordia Trust’s contin-
ued support at this year’s awards 
ceremony for local German Stu-
dents.  Your commitment in recog-
nizing our students is greatly appre-
ciated.”   

The Concordia Trust presented $100 cash 
awards to the following deserving high 
school students of German: 

Abigail Frishman  - Radnor High School 
Mark Klinchin - Lower Moreland  HS 
Abigail Slate - Radnor High School 
 
                     Herzlichen Glückwunsch! 

and culture alive and thriving during a 
time when such instruction is often 
deemed unnecessary; organizations such 
as yours have shaped me into the Ger-
man student I am today!  Vielen Dank 
noch einmal.”  Abigail Slate 

G.T.V. Almrausch Kindergruppe and  
the United German Hungarian Cultural Group 

Concordia Trust made donations to The G.T.V. Almrausch Kindergruppe and the Unit-
ed German Hungarian Cultural Group to support the cultural activities of its children 
and youth groups.  Maintaining and promoting the German cultural heritage have been 
important objectives of both organizations.  We wish them continued success! 
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Concordia Trust Outstanding Achievement Award 
Presented to Council Rock High School South Student 

Sabrina Masone was the recipient of 
this year’s Concordia Trust Outstand-
ing Achievement Award, which was 
presented to her on June 12. 

Sabrina’s German teacher, Roy Harvey, 
wrote that “Sabrina will be attending 
Moravian College majoring in German 
and in Elementary Education.  She is 
currently president of our chapter Ger-
man Honor Society and has participat-
ed in our German Exchange as a host 
many times, and gone on the trip once.  
Also, she was on our team this year at 
the Delaware Valley Deutschfest, part 
of our first place quiz Bowl Team!”   

Sabrina expressed her appreciation for 
the $500 award by writing: 

“Thank you so much for your generous 
scholarship toward my education at Mo-
ravian College.  I am very honored to be 
this year’s scholarship recipient.  I can-
not wait to continue my German educa-
tion in college this fall and hope to study 
at least a semester at a German univer-
sity.”   

Vielen herzlichen Dank,  

Sabrina Masone 

Lower Moreland Student Presented  
Concordia Trust Excellence in German Award 

On May 23, Concordia Trust presented 
an award for outstanding German lan-
guage proficiency to a graduating Low-
er Moreland High School senior.  This 
year, The Concordia Trust Certificate of 
Achievement Award and $250 were 
given to Joseph Kim, who wrote: 

“Thank you for granting me the oppor-
tunity to attend the Senior Awards Cer-
emony and awarding me with the Con-
cordia Trust Excellence Award.  To be 
honest, I was surprised when my name 
was called to receive this – I never 
would have imagined that such an hon-
or would be given to me.  I hope to con-
tinue my German education and apply 
it to my future.  I won’t let you or Frau 
Stiles down!  Thank you!”   

Sincerely, Joseph Kim 

“On behalf of the Lower Moreland High 
School community, I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank you for your 
continuous support of our Senior 
Awards Night. 

Our 2017 graduating class will be recog-
nized for their superior academics, self-
less volunteerism, and devoted citizen-
ship.  We look forward to your support 
in the years to come.”   
 

Sincerely, 

William J. Miles, Principal 
Lower Moreland High School 
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Support ing Kindergruppen  

“Thank you very much for your generous 
support of our Kinder and Jugend pro-
grams last year. We have been fortunate to 
be able to maintain these programs as we 
are now entering the third generation of 
(Danube Swabian) families in America.   

It is wonderful to watch children do the 
traditional dances, sing the Volkslieder 
and recite beautiful poems.  Seeing these 
activities makes one realize that all the 
effort and support to our youth is so re-
warding.   

The Concordia Trust is our friend and a 
partner in our efforts and is always wel-
come at the club.  Thank you.” 

Fred Gauss, 

President  -  Danube Swabian Association  

“Thank you for your generous support of 
our Kinder Gruppe.  As the director of the 
group, I am fortunate, with your support, 
to be able to carry on the tradition of eth-
nic German dancing and culture in the 
younger generation of German Americans.  
 
Thank you for your continued support of 
our club and our missions to continue the 
heritage that binds us.  Whether through 
our dancing, reciting of traditional songs 
or poems, or our Christmas Pageant, we 
are happy to have your support and 
thoughtfulness.” 

With sincere gratitude, 
 
Patricia Gauss Kelly 
 
Director  - Kinder Gruppe 

Donauschwaben Philadelphia Kindergruppe 



Raymond F. Anderson, III 

Cynthia and Todd Bertsch 

deGrouchy, Sifer and Company 

Karen and Robert Eppinger 

Marianne and Siegfried Gauss 

Karin and Michael Hazzard 

Karin and Gerhard Kalmus 

Kristin and David Karcher 

Gottliebe and Erwin Koch 

Anita and Bill LaCoff 

Rosemarie and Timothy Laverty 

Renate Losoncy 

Rev. Ellen Meissgeier 

Susan and Andreas Scherffel 

Manfred Schurer 

William Shuster 

Marianne and William Sifer 

Jacqueline and Kile Smith 

Marlene and Robert Stocks 

Krimhild Thalheimer 

Trustorff Family Foundation 

Peggy and Glenn White 

Joan and Hans Wolf 

Joanne Yutzler 
 

The generous 2015 donations from  
Karin and Michael Hazzard and  
the Trustorff Family Foundation 
were inadvertently omitted from  

the previous newsletter.  We regret 
the omission and thank them most  

sincerely for their support. 

The Concordia Trust thanks its generous Benefactors* 
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“Just a token of support for your 
cause, we would like to honor Ernst, 
our friend, who is greatly missed.”  

Erwin and Libby Koch 
__________ 

 
“In memory of  

Doris and Ernst Knott” 
Robert and Marlene Stocks 

__________ 
 

“In memory of William G. Shuster” 
Rev. Ellen Meissgeier 

Robert and Marlene Stocks 
__________ 

 
“In loving memory of my husband, 

Günther Thalheimer.”   
Kim Thalheimer 

__________ 
 

“Alles Gute im neuen Jahr 2017!”  
Ray Anderson 
__________ 

 
“We are so happy to support  

Concordia Trust.  Thank you for  
all you do!”  

Kristin and David Karcher 
__________ 

 
“With gratitude and sincere  
appreciation for all you do!   

Continue with your fine work.”   
Bill and Marianne Sifer 

__________ 
 

“I am pleased to support the fine 
work of Concordia Trust.”  

Joanne Yutzler 
__________ 

 
 

* donations received between  
11/27/16  and 10/9/17 
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Histor ic  Trappe—Home of  the 
Muhlenberg Fami ly  (continued f rom page 1) 

respectable inhabitants…and did not 
deserve the name of Trapp.” Long before 
Henry Muhlenberg’s journals were 
translated and published in the 1940s, 
providing the earliest known account of 
how the tavern and surrounding town 
were named, an alternate theory was put 
forth by Francis Shunk, a German-
speaking Trappe native who served as 
governor of Pennsylvania from 1844 to 
1848. Shunk argued that the name 
“Trappe” derived from the German word 
Treppe for steps or staircase. According 
to Shunk, the Schrack tavern had a steep 
staircase which an early patron tripped 
on, causing him to exclaim “Verdamt die 
Treppe!” or “Damn the steps!” In Febru-
ary 1835, local residents gathered to de-
termine the proper spelling of the town’s 
name and settled on “Trapp,” but by the 
mid-1800s it was finally changed to 
Trappe.  

 

The Schracks were highly important to 
Trappe’s early development. Jacob and 
Eva Rosina had at least nine children: 
John, who took over the tavern; Jacob 
Jr., a blacksmith; Christian, a tanner; 
Philip, also a tanner; Nicholas; Eva Bar-
bara; Elisabeth; Catharine; and Anna 
Maria Sabina. Jacob Schrack Sr. owned 
nearly 470 acres of land, which covered 
portions of what is now Trappe and Col-
legeville. A quarry located on the tract 
where Philip Schrack lived most likely 
provided stone for many of the oldest 
houses along Trappe’s Main Street—
including 201 W. Main Street, built c. 
1750–55 for Jacob Schrack Jr. and 
owned by Henry Muhlenberg from 1776 
until his death in 1787; and 151 W. Main 
Street, home of Henry’s son Frederick 
Muhlenberg from 1781 to 1791. 

 

Both of these houses are open to the pub-
lic, along with the historic Augustus Lu-
theran Church, built in 1743 and retain-
ing many of its original Germanic archi-
tectural details. As part of Trappe’s 300th 
anniversary celebrations, the Henry 
Muhlenberg house has been entirely re-
furnished with a new special exhibition 
“Revolution at Home: The Muhlenberg 
Family of Pennsylvania.” Featuring 
splendid examples of Pennsylvania Ger-
man and Philadelphia-made furniture, 
silver, portraits, and other artifacts—
many of which descended in the Muhlen-
berg family—the exhibit is not to be 
missed.  Visitors will also learn about 
Henry’ wife Anna Maria, daughter of 
Conrad Weiser, and his son General Pe-
ter Muhlenberg, who served in the Amer-
ican Revolution. Just five doors east of 
the Henry Muhlenberg House is the 
home of Frederick Muhlenberg, first and 

Home of Henry and Mary Muhlenberg, 
1776–1787, then Peter and Hannah 
Muhlenberg, 1787–1802. Built c. 1750–
55 by Jacob Schrack Jr., son of Trappe’s 
founder. Photograph by Gavin Ashworth  
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and third Speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Known as The Speak-
er’s House, the main structure was built 
in 1763 with two later stone additions. It 
was rescued from years of neglect and 
the threat of demolition in 2004 by a 
non-profit organization that is now 
working to restore the house to the peri-
od of the Muhlenbergs’ ownership, from 
1781 to 1803. This includes restoration 
of the original roofline—completed  ear-
lier this year—following a painstaking 
research effort that included architec-
tural investigations, archaeology field 
schools, and documentary research. 
Work is now focused on restoring the 
bake oven and kitchen hearth. A large 
Pennsylvania German-style kitchen gar-
den was also built at The Speaker’s 
House in 2015 and is now the focal point 
of a local farmer’s market that runs from 
mid-May to mid-October.  

 

A variety of heirloom vegetables, flow-
ers, and herbs grow in the kitchen at 
The Speaker’s House. The fence pickets 
were based on a surviving example sal-
vaged from a nearby 1780s house. Earli-
er in 2017, the roofline of The  Speaker’s 
House was restored to its appearance 
during the Muhlenberg family 

ownership, from 1781 to 1803. The roof 
restoration including significant struc-
tural work on the interior, rebuilding of 
the triangular stone peaks of the gable 
walls, removal of two mansard-style 
roofs, and reconstruction of the original 
pitched roofline—all before installing the 
cedar shingles. 

 

Visitors to Trappe will enjoy strolling its 
mile-long Main Street, lined with many 
quaint Victorian houses, and popular 
restaurants including a modern version 
of the Trappe Tavern. Just north of 
Trappe is Northern Star Farm, a 230-
acre family-owned and -operated farm, 
while to the east in the adjacent borough 
of Collegeville is Ursinus College (est. 
1869), home to an impressive outdoor 
sculpture collection and the Philip and 
Muriel Museum of Art. Highlights of the 
final stretch of special events and pro-
grams for Trappe’s 300th anniversary 
include candlelight tours of the Henry 
Muhlenberg House on December 2 and 
3; a Holiday House Tour on December 3; 
and the Trappe Tree Lighting on the 
Speaker’s House lawn on December 6. 
Tours of Augustus Lutheran Church, the 
Henry Muhlenberg House, and The 
Speaker’s House are also available by 
appointment. For more information, visit 
HistoricTrappe.org. 

The Speaker’s House—Home of  
Frederick Muhlenberg.   
Photograph by Gavin Ashworth  



Concordia Trust 
3408 Hillside Drive 
Huntingdon Valley, PA  19006 

Phone: 215.947.5490 
Fax: 215.947.5787 
E-mail: concordiatrust@verizon.net 
Website: www.concordiatrust.org 

The Concordia Trust  
invests in the future of German language  

education, scholarship and cultural programming by … 
 

• Supporting German language education 

• Presenting language awards to deserving students of German 

• Promoting German cultural programs 

Experience the German Language and Culture 

Donations are tax-deductible to the 
extent allowed by law. 

A copy of the official registration and 
financial information may be obtained 
from the Pennsylvania Department of 
State by calling toll free within the  
Commonwealth 1-800-732-0999.   
Registration does not imply  endorse-
ment. 

The Concordia Trust, 
created in 2001, is a not-
for-profit, 501(c)(3) 
charitable foundation.  
Its mission is to  
promote and support 
G e r m a n  l a n gu a ge  
education, scholarship 
and cultural program-
ming.   

Concordia Trust Donates Historic Muhlenberg 
Booklet to The Speaker’s House  

This booklet is a memorial and review of the life of Henry Melchoir Muhlenberg, 
founder of the Lutheran Church in America, who died on October 7, 1787.  It was 
printed in Philadelphia in 1788 in German and includes the funeral sermon deliv-
ered by Justus Henry Christian Helmuth on October 21, 1787, as well as prayers 
and hymns.  

 
 

Marlene Stocks, President of  
Concordia Trust, presented 
Lisa Minardi, executive 
director of The Speaker’s House, 
with a copy of the 1788 Denkmal, 
published following the death of  
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, 
for the museum’s collection.  
A rare survivor, this 65-page  
booklet contains numerous 
tributes to Muhlenberg along  
with a record of his children. 

 
Photograph by Gavin Ashworth 


